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Water governance is a broad field, it is complex and can include decision making related to 

consumption, irrigation, watershed management and other issues; it encompasses many disciplines and it 

involves many different stakeholders.  There is growing appreciation of the inadequacy of top-down 

approaches to water governance and an enriched understanding of the complexities of human and 

ecological systems.  Community-based Research (CBR) is well aligned to respond as an opportunity for 

greater community engagement and knowledge co-creation.  This idea of participation and community-

based engagement is a major theme in water/environmental governance in general, and resources on 

how to effectuate this are sorely needed.  Due to the iterative and dynamic nature of CBR and its focus 

on community participation, not all organizations and facilitators document their training processes –  

a gap in what we know as best practice.  The literature in this field of participatory water governance is 

vast, and includes several different types of associated training materials.  However, in general, this type 

of work addresses how to better engage communities in decision making related to water, how to 

include communities more effectively in water monitoring, or governance, but may not have a strong 

research component.  As well, the training element of these efforts is often lacking documentation, or 

specific resources that might be useful for broader community interested in CBR.  

In this seminar, I will share insights from a recent SSHRC Partnership Development Grant ‘Building the 

Next Generation of Community-based Researchers,’ a partnership between the UNESCO Chair in 

Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education and several other national 

and international partners.  The project contributes to this growing area of interest by examining CBR 

training practices in water governance and other thematic areas in global and institutional settings.   

I will also briefly present the Knowledge 4 Change (K4C) global initiative, a consortium of CBR 

training hubs around the world that are addressing the UN Sustainable Development Goals, with a 

special focus on water. 

A community-based Participatory Video (PV) project focused on water and sanitation issues in 

underserved settlements of Accra, Ghana, and Cape Town, South Africa will also be shared.  This 

includes examples of how participants in a participatory video training process narrate changing 

relationships to the issues of water and sanitation in their community, and how these changing 

understandings influence participants own understandings of self in relation to others (subjectivities), as 

well as in relation to broader senses of community well-being.  With a focus on emotions and empathy, 

these concepts will be highlighted in relation to individual narratives and shifting subjectivities.  

 

The Participatory Videos can be found at the following links: 

Water is Life (Ghana): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVZblhLGNqU 

It’s Your Chance – Ithubu Lakhu (South Africa): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbG_ljQ-

hVo&t=5s 

 

For more information and a complete list of publications and videos please visit 

www.crystaltremblay.com or email crystalt@uvic.ca 
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